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I hewood-pulpcoasteror
mat, the primaryfunction of
which is to soakup theliquid
from thevesselplaceduponit, is
little morethanacenturyold.
Drip traysofvariousmaterials
werelong in useto protecttable
andcountersurfaceduttheidea

of employingasmallwood-based

productcomesfrom late nine-
teenthcenturyGermany. In 1892

RobertSputhof Dresdenpatented
(underpatentnumber68499,class

54, paperproducts)aprocesdgor
creatingwhathe called"Holzfilz-
platten"or "Holzfilzdeckeln",that
is, literally, wood-feltboardsor
covers;thesewereto be cutin
roundor squareshapesinscribed
anddecoratedand,becausef
their absorbencycouldbe placed
underbeervesselsandusedas
"Bieruntersetzerhthatis, beer
coasters.Todaytheword «Deckel"
to mean'coastet is in generaluse
in Germany wherethetermsFilz
("felt™), Teller ("plate"), andUn-
tersatzor Untersetzerl(under-
placer") arealsoin use.
Sputhhimselfproducedcoast-
ersfor afew breweriesjncluding
theDortmunderUnion Brauerei,
andtheseusuallyincludedbrief
sayings. Many othermanufactur-
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ersgotinto thebusinessandmats
sooncameto be usedascheap,
plentiful, andeasilyreplaceableand
changeableneansof advertising
products(andnotjustbeer). Since
thattime well over 100,000differ-
entbrewery-sponsoredoasters
havebeenproducedn Germany,
morethanin anyothercountry.
Someofthesehavebeenmadefor
foreign brands. Thussomeof the
few knownAmericanpre-prohibi-
tion coastersveremadein Ger-
many, suchasthosefor the
Virginia Brewing Companyof
Roanakeyhich alsoincludedsay-
ings (somein German) aswell as
the Olt BrewingCompanyof Day-
ton, Ohio. "E. M. Blumenthaland
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CompanyChicago-Germanyis
found printedat the bottomof

|

coastergprobablydatingto the
early 1910sforthe Kalamazoo
BrewingCompanyof Michigan
(seefigure 1) andHubach'sBrew-
ery of Tiffin, Ohio.

FIGURE 2 (AUTHOR S COLLECTION)

Sinceatleastthe mid-twenti-
eth century,Germancoasters
havealsohadanotherfunction:
to keeptally of how manybeers
wereorderedby acustometby
markingaline on the coasteffor
eachbeer. Somecoastersvere
evendesignedwith compart-
mentsfor eachtick (seefigure 2).
In someplacesin Germany
today,placingyour coasteron
your emptymug meansthatyou
arereadyfor afill up. Coasters
werealsoinformally usedas
postcardswith alittle message
andstampbeingaffixed before
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beingsentby mail. Sincethen
numerouscoastergdoublingas
postcarddhavebeenproduced.
Coasterof coursehavehad

FIGURE 3 (AUTHOR'SCOLLECTION)

manyinformal uses,ncluding
scribblingdoodles providing
mappedoutdirections,or pass-
ing on phonenumbers.Kon-
stantinChernenkoonceclaimed
thatin the 1950ssecretsvere

FIGURE 4 (AUTHOR'SCOLLECTION)

passedo Sovietagentsin Britain
by writing themon beermats
which would be folded and
placedunderthe shortleg of a
tablein apub,sinceno one
would tamperwith themthere.
Coastersn generalarenotori-
ouslydifficult to dateprecisely,
thoughfortunatelysomeare
printedwith a date (seefigure 3),
particularlyif theycommemorate
aspecialevent. Fromthe early
thick and coarseroundor square,
monochromeexamplescoasters

haveevolvedto becomethin,
smooth,multi-colored,anddie-
cutinto variousshapegseefigure
4), andthusa carefulstudyof
suchdetailscanproviderough
datingcriteria. Although coasters
hadlongbeentakenandkeptas
free souvenirsplacedin scrap-
booksandpinnedonwalls, it was
notlongafterWorld War Il that
coastercollectingclubscameto
beformed. Theterm"tegestol-
ogy" (thoughit shouldproperly

FIGURE5 (AUTHOR'SCoLLECTION)

be"tegetology",from Latin teges,
meaning'matting"), referringto
the collectingof coastersis first
attestedn 1960,accordingto the
Oxford English Dictionary, and
oneofthe earliestclubs,the
British BeermatCollectorsSoci-
ety, wasfoundedin the sameyear.
Brewersthemselvesespondedo
the desireof collectorsandbegan
to producecoastersascol-
lectibles,puttingoutsets,some-
timesnumberedandsomeof
which couldbejoinedtogether
like ajig-sawpuzzleto form a
largerimage. Somecoasterdave
beenprintedascouponsor
games(with crosswordpuzzles,
tic-tac-toegrids,word search
puzzlesor trivia questions).
Othershavecut-outswhich can
beassembledo maketoys (see
figure 5). Pricesfor coasterdave
only risenin recentyears,in tan-
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demwith the popularityof an-
tique andbrewerianashowsand
onlinebiddingandsellingsites.
Theinternethasalsoallowed
tegestologist$o sharepicturesof
their private collections. Thus
GeorgeBaronehasgathered
togethempracticallyall known
Americancoastersat Beer
CoasterMania at
members.aol.com/gbarondihks
to othersimilar sitesarethere
provided.
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